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[85] Part Second.

On the belief, manners, and customs of the
Hurons.

CHAPTER FIRST.
WHAT THE HURONS THINK OF THEIR ORIGIN.

NE is astonished to see so much blindness in
regard to the things of Heaven, in a People
who do not lack judgment and knowledge in

reference to those of earth. This is what their vices
and brutality have merited from God. There are
some indications that they had formerly some more
than natural knowledge of the true God, as may be
remarked in some particulars of their fables; and
even if they had had only that which Nature can fur-
nish to them, still they ought to have been more rea-
sonable on this subject, if it had not [86] happened
to them according to the word of the Apostle, Cum
cognovissent Deum, non sicut Deum glorificaverunt, aut
gratias egerunt, sed evanuerunt in cogitationibus suis, et
obscuratum est insipiens cor eorum. For not having
been willing to acknowledge God in their habits and
actions, they have lost the thought of him and have
become worse than beasts in his sight, and as regards
the respect they have for him.

Now, to begin with the foundation of their belief,—



